
AP ENGLISH LITERATURE & COMPOSITION 
SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 

 2018-2019 
 

ASSIGNMENT #1:  Read YOUR SELECTED NOVEL from the list provided or of 
your own choosing with my consent and complete the following 
task: 

 

 COMPOSE A DIALECTICAL NOTEBOOK:   
 

 15 entries minimum, use the format provided. 
DIALECTIC refers to a method of examining ideas by questioning. A dialectical 
notebook is an examination of meaning to make sense of the text you read. 

Here’s how the form provided works: 
a) The left side is labeled COLLECTIONS and it includes parts of the 

text that intrigue, puzzle, anger, etc.   This should be exact wording 
from the text, quoted, and cited with the author’s last name and page 
number.  

b) The right side is labeled CONNECTIONS.  This is the section for 
critically engaging the passage you collected.  You can paraphrase it, 
connect it to ideas you have read/viewed before, respond personally 
to actual events from your personal life or real world history.  You 
may also analyze and explain the elements of literature expressed, 
such as symbolism, realism, diction, allusion, etc. 

 

 Make sure all work is ready to be handed-in on the first day of school.  It will be 
typed in MLA format (12 pt Times New Roman font, 1” margins, proper citation 
format, and proper heading including: name, teacher, class, and semester.  
NOTE: It does NOT need to be double spaced).  Your book’s author and title 
should be listed at the top of the page. [NOTE:  SEE MODELS PROVIDED] 
 

 You will be graded on BOTH the quantity of your entries (15 minimum-please 
note the word “minimum”), the quality of your quotation choices, and most 
significantly, the quality of your responses.  I need to see that you have 
completely covered the entirety of the novel -- entries should be evenly distributed 
over the entire novel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ASSIGNMENT # 1: Choose one of the following titles or a title of your own (with my 
consent) to read and compose a dialectical notebook: 

 
Tao of Pooh by Benjamin Hoff 
Winnie the Pooh has a certain way about him, a way of doing things which has made him the 
world's most beloved bear. And Pooh's Way, as Benjamin Hoff brilliantly demonstrates, 
seems strangely close to the ancient Chinese principles of Taoism. The 'Tao of Pooh' 
explains Taoism by Winnie the Pooh and explaines Winnie the Pooh by Taoism. It makes you 
understand what A.A. Milne probably meant when he said he didn't write the Pooh-books for 
children in the first place.  Over the centuries Taoism classic teachings were developed and 
divided into philosophical, monastic, and folk religious forms. All of these could be included 
under the general heading of Taoism. But the basic Taoism is simply a particular way of 
appreciating, learning from, and working with whatever happens in everyday life. From the 
Taoist point of view, the natural result of this harmonious way of living is happiness. 
 
 

All the Light We Cannot See, Anthony Doerr 
Marie-Laure lives with her father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where he 
works as the master of its thousands of locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and 
her father builds a perfect miniature of their neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch 
and navigate her way home. When she is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris and father and 
daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure’s reclusive great-uncle 
lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might be the museum’s most 
valuable and dangerous jewel.In a mining town in Germany, the orphan Werner grows up 
with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find. Werner becomes an expert at 
building and fixing these crucial new instruments, a talent that wins him a place at a brutal 
academy for Hitler Youth, then a special assignment to track the resistance. More and more 
aware of the human cost of his intelligence, Werner travels through the heart of the war and, 
finally, into Saint-Malo, where his story and Marie-Laure’s converge. 

 
Angela’s Ashes, Frank McCourt 
A Pulitzer Prize–winning, #1 New York Times bestseller, Angela’s Ashes is Frank McCourt’s 
masterful memoir of his childhood in Ireland. “When I look back on my childhood I wonder 
how I managed to survive at all. It was, of course, a miserable childhood: the happy 
childhood is hardly worth your while. Worse than the ordinary miserable childhood is the 
miserable Irish childhood, and worse yet is the miserable Irish Catholic childhood.” So 
begins the luminous memoir of Frank McCourt, born in Depression-era Brooklyn to recent 
Irish immigrants and raised in the slums of Limerick, Ireland. Frank’s mother, Angela, has 
no money to feed the children since Frank’s father, Malachy, rarely works, and when he 
does he drinks his wages. Yet Malachy—exasperating, irresponsible, and beguiling—does 
nurture in Frank an appetite for the one thing he can provide: a story. Frank lives for his 
father’s tales of Cuchulain, who saved Ireland, and of the Angel on the Seventh Step, who 
brings his mother babies. Perhaps it is story that accounts for Frank’s survival. Wearing 
rags for diapers, begging a pig’s head for Christmas dinner and gathering coal from the 
roadside to light a fire, Frank endures poverty, near-starvation and the casual cruelty of 
relatives and neighbors—yet lives to tell his tale with eloquence, exuberance, and 
remarkable forgiveness. Angela’s Ashes, imbued on every page with Frank McCourt’s 
astounding humor and compassion, is a glorious book that bears all the marks of a classic. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/All-Light-We-Cannot-See-ebook/dp/B00DPM7TIG/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1433504182&sr=1-1&keywords=all+the+light+we+cannot+see


Unbroken, Laura Hillenbrand 
In boyhood, Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent. As a teenager, he channeled 
his defiance into running, discovering a prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin 
Olympics. But when World War II began, the athlete became an airman, embarking on a 
journey that led to a doomed flight on a May afternoon in 1943. When his Army Air Forces 
bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean, against all odds, Zamperini survived, adrift on a 
foundering life raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping 
sharks, thirst and starvation, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the 
limits of endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity; suffering with 
hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph or tragedy, 
would be suspended on the fraying wire of his will. 

 
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon 
Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the world and their capitals and 
every prime number up to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has no understanding of 
human emotions. He cannot stand to be touched. Although gifted with a superbly logical 
brain, Christopher is autistic. Everyday interactions and admonishments have little meaning 
for him. Routine, order and predictability shelter him from the messy, wider world. Then, at 
fifteen, Christopher’s carefully constructed world falls apart when he finds his neighbor’s dog, 
Wellington, impaled on a garden fork, and he is initially blamed for the killing. Christopher 
decides that he will track down the real killer and turns to his favorite fictional character, the 
impeccably logical Sherlock Holmes, for inspiration. But the investigation leads him down 
some unexpected paths and ultimately brings him face to face with the dissolution of his 
parents’ marriage. As he tries to deal with the crisis within his own family, we are drawn into 
the workings of Christopher’s mind. And herein lies the key to the brilliance of Mark Haddon’s 
choice of narrator: The most wrenching of emotional moments are chronicled by a boy who 
cannot fathom emotion. The effect is dazzling, making for a novel that is deeply funny, 
poignant, and fascinating in its portrayal of a person whose curse and blessing is a mind that 
perceives the world literally. 
 
 
The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold 
Once in a generation a novel comes along that taps a vein of universal human 
experience, resonating with readers of all ages. The Lovely Bones is such a book - a 
phenomenal #1 bestseller celebrated at once for its narrative artistry, its luminous clarity 
of emotion, and its astonishing power to lay claim to the hearts of millions of readers 
around the world. "My name was Salmon, like the fish; first name, Susie. I was fourteen 
when I was murdered on December 6, 1973." So begins the story of Susie Salmon, who is 
adjusting to her new home in heaven, a place that is not at all what she expected, even as 
she is watching life on earth continue without her - her friends trading rumors about her 
disappearance, her killer trying to cover his tracks, her grief-stricken family unraveling. Out 
of unspeakable tragedy and loss, The Lovely Bones succeeds, miraculously, in building a 
tale filled with hope, humor, suspense, even joy. 

 

 

All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy 
The national bestseller and the first volume in Cormac McCarthy's Border Trilogy, All the 
Pretty Horses is the tale of John Grady Cole, who at sixteen finds himself at the end of a 
long line of Texas ranchers, cut off from the only life he has ever imagined for himself. 
With two companions, he sets off for Mexico on a sometimes idyllic, sometimes comic 
journey to a place where dreams are paid for in blood. Winner of the National Book Award 
for Fiction. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/mark-haddon
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/alice-sebold/996944
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/cormac-mccarthy
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/curious-incident-of-the-dog-in-the-nigth-time-the-mark-haddon/1114776120?ean=9781400077830
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-lovely-bones-alice-sebold/1115839909?ean=9780316001823
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/all-the-pretty-horses-cormac-mccarthy/1100536467?ean=9780679744399


Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen  
Though he may not speak of them, the memories still dwell inside Jacob Jankowski's 
ninety-something-year-old mind. Memories of himself as a young man, tossed by fate onto 
a rickety train that was home to the Benzini Brothers Most Spectacular Show on Earth. 
Memories of a world filled with freaks and clowns, with wonder and pain and anger and 
passion; a world with its own narrow, irrational rules, its own way of life, and its own way 
of death. The world of the circus: to Jacob it was both salvation and a living hell.Jacob 
was there because his luck had run out—orphaned and penniless, he had no direction 
until he landed on this locomotive "ship of fools." It was the early part of the Great 
Depression, and everyone in this third-rate circus was lucky to have any job at all. 
Marlena, the star of the equestrian act, was there because she fell in love with the wrong 
man, a handsome circus boss with a wide mean streak. And Rosie the elephant was there 
because she was the great gray hope, the new act that was going to be the salvation of 
the circus; the only problem was, Rosie didn't have an act—in fact, she couldn't even 
follow instructions. The bond that grew among this unlikely trio was one of love and trust, 
and ultimately, it was their only hope for survival. Surprising, poignant, and funny, Water 
for Elephants is that rare novel with a story so engrossing, one is reluctant to put it down; 
with characters so engaging, they continue to live long after the last page has been 
turned; with a world built of wonder, a world so real, one starts to breathe its air. 

 

 
Ken Follett’s magnificent new historical epic begins, as five interrelated families move 
through the momentous dramas of the First World War, the Russian Revolution, and the 
struggle for women’s suffrage. A thirteen-year-old Welsh boy enters a man’s world in the 
mining pits.…An American law student rejected in love finds a surprising new career in 
Woodrow Wilson’s White House.… A housekeeper for the aristocratic Fitzherberts takes a 
fateful step above her station, while Lady Maud Fitzherbert herself crosses deep into 
forbidden territory when she falls in love with a German spy.…And two orphaned Russian 
brothers embark on radically different paths when their plan to emigrate to America falls 
afoul of war, conscription, and revolution. From the dirt and danger of a coal mine to the 
glittering chandeliers of a palace, from the corridors of power to the bedrooms of the 
mighty, Fall of Giants takes us into the inextricably entangled fates of five families—and 
into a century that we thought we knew, but that now will never seem the same again.… 

 

 
With Wide Sargasso Sea, Jean Rhys’ last and best-selling novel, she ingeniously brings into 
light one of fiction’s most fascinating characters: the madwoman in the attic from Charlotte 
Brontë’s Jane Eyre. This mesmerizing work introduces us to Antoinette Cosway, a sensual 
and protected young woman who is sold into marriage to the prideful Mr. Rochester. Rhys 
portrays Cosway amidst a society so driven by hatred, so skewed in its sexual relations, that it 
can literally drive a woman out of her mind.A new introduction by the award-winning Edwidge 
Danticat, author most recently of Claire of the Sea Light, expresses the enduring importance 
of this work. Drawing on her own Caribbean background, she illuminates the setting’s impact 
on Rhys and her astonishing work. 

 

 
Folksy and fresh, endearing and affecting, Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Cafe is 
the now-classic novel of two women in the 1980s; of gray-headed Mrs. Threadgoode telling 
her life story to Evelyn, who is in the sad slump of middle age. The tale she tells is also of two 
women--of the irrepressibly daredevilish tomboy Idgie and her friend Ruth--who back in the 
thirties ran a little place in Whistle Stop, Alabama, a Southern kind of Cafe Wobegon offering 
good barbecue and good coffee and all kinds of love and laughter, even an occasional 
murder. And as the past unfolds, the present--for Evelyn and for us--will never be quite the 
same again...  

 

 

 

 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/sara-gruen/2561899
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dvd-water-for-elephants-reese-witherspoon/21114483?ean=24543740681


FOR ASSIGNMENT #1:  INSTRUCTIONS AND MODEL FOR DIALECTICAL NOTEBOOK 

Joe Schmo 

Mrs. Ginsburg 

AP Literature and Composition 

Fall 2018 

The Fault in our Stars by John Green 

 

 

For your self-selected novel, you need to create a DIALECTICAL NOTEBOOK.  It’s similar to a journal 

entry, but uses a two-column format and is more specific, efficient, and interesting (for me, at least). 

 

Passage from novel: Response: 
 As you read, use post-it notes or your own 

annotations to mark interesting phrases, vivid 

description, exciting events, or other uses of 

language that evoke emotion, curiosity, or other 

response from you. 
  
Select a passage – a few words to a few 

sentences – that captures your interest. 

  
Quote that passage on the left side of your 

journal.  Copy the passage exactly using 

quotation marks.  Be sure to cite the quotation 

using page number, MLA style (see example). 

 

 

Write your response in the right side of your page. 

This is where you show what you are thinking as you 

read.  Explain why the passage engaged your interest.   

 

Some ways to show active reading are: 

  

Question: Ask about anything that puzzles you, 

paying specific attention to the author’s use of 

language.  For example: What does this word mean the 

way it is used here?  Why did the author choose this 

way to describe the voice/character/action, etc? Could 

this really happen?  Are people really this 

polite/mean/romantic/religious/violent, etc?   
 

 Predict:  Answer these sorts of questions:  What will 

happen next?  Where do you think this is leading?  

Who is the killer?  Will these characters fall in 

love/end up together? 
 

 Clarify:  What do you understand now that you did 

not get previously?  Have your questions been 

answered?  Were your predictions accurate? Do you 

understand something you didn’t before? 
 

 Connect:  Text-to-Text, Text-to-Self, Text-to-World. 
 

 Evaluate:  Give your opinion of the 

character/word/sentence/message.  What makes this 

passage effective?  What do you like/dislike about it? 

 

  



The following is an example of a DIALECTICAL NOTEBOOK responding to To Kill a Mockingbird.  My 

example, however, covers only one chapter, and it was originally modeled for students entering their 

freshman year; you, as well as my standards for you, are all far above any expectations I had for them.   

 

Joe Schmo 

Mrs. Ginsburg 

AP Literature and Composition 

Fall 2018 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

 

“After one altercation when Jem hollered, "It's 
time you started bein' a girl and acting right!" I 
burst into tears and fled to Calpurnia” (Lee 115). 

I wonder if this idea is still true today.  During 
the 1930s, it seems that girls played with dolls 
and played house, while boys played sports.  I 
don’t think that we separate boys and girls like 
that.  Girls play all kinds of sports now.  Do 
people still say things like “Act like a boy,” or 
“Act like a girl”?  If they do, what do they mean? 
 

  

“But summer came and Dill was not there. I 
received a letter and a snapshot from him. The 
letter said he had a new father whose picture was 
enclosed, and he would have to stay in Meridian 
because they planned to build a fishing boat” 
(Lee 116). 

The experience of getting a new parent or step-
parent must be really odd.  I’ve never had to go 
through that so I’m not really sure what it’s like, 
but I imagine that it must be difficult to get a 
step-parent and all of a sudden have to accept 
them as a rule-maker in the house.  Plus, I think 
I would be confused with all of the names—
some people change them, some hyphenate, 
some leave the names alone, but even figuring 
out what to call the new person would be an 
awkward experience (Dad?  Bob?  Hey…). 
 
 

  

“Calpurnia evidently remembered a rainy Sunday 
when we were both fatherless and teacherless. 
Left to its own devices, the class tied Eunice 
Ann Simpson to a chair and placed her in the 
furnace room” (Lee 117). 

I remember an incident from seventh grade, 
when my Spanish class had a substitute teacher.  
One of the boys in the class sat behind a girl 
with really long hair, and somehow, he tied her 
hair in a knot around the back of her chair.  
When she tried to get up, her head jerked back 
so hard that she screamed really loud.  With all 
of her crying and panicking, it seemed like it 
took the substitute over ten minutes to untie her 
from the chair.  
 

 

 



ASSIGNMENT #2:  Read the book How to Read Literature Like a Professor, revised 
edition by Thomas C. Foster (ISBN: 987-0-06-230167-3).   
 
NOTE: The entire book is available free online, simply google the title of the book and 
PDF and you will find a variety of sites where it may be downloaded. 
 
I strongly urge you to read this book before you read the next required reading, The 
Poisonwood Bible.  The strategies introduced and detailed in this work will assist you as 
you compose the required essay related to The Poisonwood Bible. 

 

 This book will serve to prepare you for the kind of analysis we will be conducting 
throughout the course of the semester. 

 While there is no specific assignment related to this book, if you are not 
responsible enough to read it, not only will you not have the proper foundation for 
success in this course, you will have proven that perhaps you do not belong in an 
AP class to begin with. 

 I have also provided a graphic organizer with the sections related to this work.  I 
encourage you to fill out this graphic organizer as you read The Poisonwood Bible 
as it will assist you as you compose the essay assignment. 

 
ASSIGNMENT #3:  Read The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver and compose 
a 2 – 3 page typed paper (MLA Format: 12 point font, Times New Roman, double-
spaced, proper header) responding to the following prompt.  (AP Scoring Guide 
attached): 
 

PROMPT:  

Novels and plays often depict characters caught between colliding 

cultures -- national, regional, ethnic, religious, institutional. Such 

collisions can call a character’s sense of identity into question. Select a 

character from The Poisonwood Bible who responds to such a cultural 

collision. Then write a well-organized essay in which you describe the 

character’s response and explain its relevance to the work as a whole. 
 

ASSIGNMENT #3 is meant to assess your ability to compose an AP modeled response to 
an Open-Ended prompt.  The prompt provided is from a previously released AP Literature 
and Composition test. 
 
Your response MUST be a complete essay (4-5 paragraphs).   

 You MUST include an introductory paragraph with a strong thesis statement, body 
paragraphs (2 – 3) which work to prove your thesis employing clear, specific 
examples from the text and prescient, perceptive analysis and commentary.   

 Each body paragraph must work as a cohesive whole to work to prove your thesis.   

 You must also include a brief concluding paragraph.  Your concluding paragraph 
needs to do more than simply summarize the points put forth in your essay. 



What you submit to me must be typed in proper MLA format (1” margins, Times New 
Roman, 12 point font, double spaced, with the proper header).  You must submit this by the 
first day of class.  Feel free to attach your essay to an email or share it with me via 
GoogleDocs. 

AP Scoring Guide 
 

9-8 (95-100) 

Superior papers specific in their references, cogent in their definitions, and free of plot 
summary that is not relevant to the question. These essays need not be without flaws, but 
they demonstrate the writer's ability to discuss a literary work with insight and 

understanding and to control a wide range of the elements of effective composition. At all 
times they stay focused on the prompt, providing specific support--mostly through direct 

quotations--and connecting scholarly commentary to the overall meaning. 
 
7-6 (90-80) 

These papers are less thorough, less perceptive or less specific than 9-8 papers. They are well 
written but with less maturity and control. While they demonstrate the writer's ability to 

analyze a literary work, they reveal a more limited understanding and less stylistic maturity 
than do the papers in the 9-8 range. 
 

5 (75) 
Safe and “plastic,” superficiality characterizes these essays. Discussion of meaning may be 

formulaic, mechanical, or inadequately related to the chosen details.  Typically, these essays 
reveal simplistic thinking and/or immature writing. They usually demonstrate inconsistent 
control over the elements of composition and are not as well conceived, organized, or 

developed as the upper-half papers. However, the writing is sufficient to convey the writer's 
ideas, stays mostly focused on the prompt, and contains at least some effort to produce 

analysis, direct or indirect. 
 
4-3 (60-50) 

Discussion is likely to be unpersuasive, perfunctory, underdeveloped or misguided. The 
meaning they deduce may be inaccurate or insubstantial and not clearly related to the 

question. Part of the question may be omitted altogether. The writing may convey the writer's 
ideas, but it reveals weak control over such elements as diction, organization, syntax or 
grammar. Typically, these essays contain significant misinterpretations of the question or 

the work they discuss; they may also contain little, if any, supporting evidence, and practice 
paraphrase and plot summary at the expense of analysis. 

 
2-1 (40-0) 
These essays compound the weakness of essays in the 4-3 range and are frequently 

unacceptably brief. They are poorly written on several counts, including many distracting 
errors in grammar and mechanics. Although the writer may have made some effort to 

answer the question, the views presented have little clarity or coherence. 
 

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO EMAIL ME ANY QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, OR CONCERNS YOU 
HAVE THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER. 

My email address is:  mginsburg@ewingboe.org  
 

No late work will be accepted. 

mailto:mginsburg@ewingboe.org

